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HALTON

PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Halton Parish Council Meeting

Date: 22nd January 2025
Location: Halton Village Hall
Time: 19:00-21:30

Meeting Called By: Clerk, Fiona Richardson, on 16th January 2025

Present:

Chair: Cllr J MacKinnon

Councillors: Cllrs, B Thompson, S Holcroft, J Lord, H Veloso.
Clerk: Fiona Richardson

RAF Representative: Flt Lt Lee Butters

Bucks County Cllrs: Cllrs, P Strachan, S Bowles, P Newcombe
Members of the Public: 0

25.001 Apologies

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr C. Waddams.

25.002 Co-Option of New Councillor

The decision to co-opt a new councillor was postponed.

25.003 Declarations of Interest

No declarations of interest were made.

The chair closed the meeting
25.004 Open Forum

RAF Halton:

e ACTION - Streetlights: RAF to continue investigating ownership of streetlights.

e ACTION - Cinema Event - HPC is awaiting confirmation from the RAF for the 6th

September cinema event.



o Hanger Lights: The RAF acknowledged these cannot be dimmed due to security
reasons.

e ACTION - Verges and Hedges: HPC is awaiting contact details from RAF regarding
maintenance of.

County Councillors:

¢ HPC was encouraged to take opportunity of Community Board Grant funds available
this FY.

e ACTION - HPC to continue to press for a collaboration between County and Police
regarding ANPR and overweight vehicle actions. S Holcroft to send email to Cllr Richard
Newcombe

e ACTION - Clerk to follow up on RAF to obtain RAF contacts for verges and hedges.
The chair opened the meeting
25.005 Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 27th November 2024 were agreed and signed.

25.006 Clerk’s Report

e The resignation of Cllr Jon Kumela due to ill health was noted. Halton Parish Council
sincerely thanks Jon for his many years of dedication to the parish, particularly his
leadership in organizing community events, including the post-COVID summer event,
and The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Festival, which he expertly led. His invaluable
contributions to health, safety, and risk protocols have left a lasting impact. Jon’s
kindness, hard work, and warm spirit will be deeply missed.

e Updates provided on Scribe Booking Software and HR Annual Appraisals.
e ACTION: Clerk to continue progress on Cilca qualification (one day per week in 2025).
e ACTION: Clerk to prepare for HPC Cllr nomination deadlines and election timelines.

e ACTION: Clerk to prepare for AGAR

25.007 Finance
The Annual Precept for the Parish Council.

The Parish Councilis funded by an Annual Precept which is collected alongside funding for the
County Council, police and so on. The process HPC follow is to set a detailed budget and then
give it to the County council to administer it. This budget covers administration, street lighting,
dog bins and other community assets.

HPC Finance Committee had a detailed review of the budget for next year and managed to
restrain the necessary increase to 6%. This is due primarily to:

- Theincrease in National Insurance contributions imposed by central government



- Increased pension costs
- Continuing impact of increased utility bills.

The overall impact of this increase on a Band D house would be an extra 67p per month or £8.00
peryear.

e DECISION: Payments were approved.
e DECISION: Budget for 2025/26 approved.
e DECISION: Precept approved £ 50,107.90 at 6% increase on last year

o ACTION: Clerk to submit precept by 31st January 2025.

25.008 Planning

No applications were submitted.

25.009 Neighbourhood Plan

o Updates on the Neighbourhood Plan were reviewed:
13 January Action Plan meeting held to agree Areas of Responsibility.
21 January Stakeholder Mapping Workshop conducted with consultants.

ACTION: Clerk to submit NP Funding Report by 23 Jan 2025.
ACTION: Chair to apply for £8K funding for Design Guide by 31 Jan 2025.
¢ ACTION: Teams meeting with the NP consultant on 12th February 2025.

e ACTION: Ass Clerk - Book the Village Hall and organise a projector for NP meetings.

25.010 Closure of RAF Halton

e ACTION: HPC await response, from Kingsbrook meeting to discuss estate management.
Cllr H Veloso to chase.

25.011 Policies, Procedures, and Contracts

Approved:
e DECISION - APPROVED: HPC Finance Committee Terms of Reference
¢ DECISION - APPROVED: Equality, Diversity, and Inclusion Policy
e DECISION - APPROVED: Publication Scheme

e DECISION - APPROVED: HPC Co-option Policy



25.012 Consultations

The council reviewed:

ACTION: Public Spaces Protection Orders — Cllr B Thompson to respond.

ACTION: Chilterns National Landscape Management Plan — Cllr C Waddams /J Lord to
respond by 3" Feb 2025.

Buckinghamshire Lane Rental Scheme - Comments provided by Cllr J Lord

ACTION - Clerk to respond by 5" March with the following response. HPC Consultation
Response: Proposed Lane Rental Charges for Buckinghamshire Highway Network
Halton Parish Council welcomes the opportunity to respond to the consultation on the
proposed lane rental charges for the most critical parts of the Buckinghamshire highway
network. We appreciate the underlying aim of this initiative, which seeks to minimise
disruption caused by infrastructure works and encourage the efficient use of the
highway network.

The Council supports initiatives that aim to mitigate the impact of infrastructure works,
particularly where these works may affect surrounding rural road networks. Such roads
are often less equipped to handle increased traffic volumes resulting from diversions or
displaced traffic. In rural areas like ours, the effects can be particularly disruptive,
impacting both local residents and the character of the area. Any measures that
incentivise quicker and more efficient works, thereby minimising these impacts, are to
be encouraged.

While we recognise the potential benefits of lane rental charges, we raise a cautionary
note regarding the risk of increased costs being passed on to customers. Utilities and
service providers might offset their additional expenses by raising bills, which could
disproportionately affect residents and businesses. This aspect warrants careful
consideration, and we urge Buckinghamshire Council to monitor this potential impact
and implement measures to mitigate it if necessary.

We stress that the introduction of lane rental charges should not reduce the need for
rigorous scrutiny at the council level. It is vital that the scope of proposed works is
assessed to ensure they are necessary and appropriate for the planned outcome.
Furthermore, works must be undertaken in the most efficient manner possible, with
proper planning and coordination. We also strongly recommend that consideration be
given to scheduling works during times of year that will minimise local disruption. For
example, avoiding peak agricultural seasons, school term times, or periods of local
events can significantly reduce the adverse effects on the community.

Halton Parish Council supports the principle of reducing the disruption caused by
highway works and improving their efficiency. However, we urge Buckinghamshire
Council to balance these benefits against the potential financial burden on residents
and businesses. Moreover, we emphasise the importance of continued scrutiny,
efficient planning, and sensitivity to local conditions when implementing these
measures.

We look forward to further updates and remain committed to working constructively
with Buckinghamshire Council to ensure the success of this initiative.



25.013 Highways

A report was provided by Cllr S Holcroft

RAF Responsibilities: HPC Seeking clarification on maintenance of verges and hedges.
Requested grass cutting and branch trimming in specific areas.

County Council Queries: Asked about responsible authority for overweight vehicles,
adjusting weight limit sighage, and a potential speed reduction near Perch Bridge.

Roads & Maintenance: Local Area Technician meeting in two weeks. Ongoing pothole
repairs. Addressing flooding issues on B4009 and Halton Lane. Request submitted for
an additional grit bin.

Perch Bridge: Feasibility study (April 2022) needs review. Concerns over pedestrian and
cyclist safety. Awaiting response from DVSA regarding enforcement against overweight
vehicles. Volunteers available for Bridge Watch.

Speeding: Community Speed Watch has four volunteers needing training. Issues with
MVAS device data reporting. Reviewing contracts for speed signs and maintenance.

Pavements & Walkways: Concerns over on-pavement parking and vegetation
overgrowth. Identified need for new walkways near Perch Bridge and Airfield Road.

Cycleways: Cllr S Holcroft would like to investigate a collaboration with local parish
councils for better cycling routes.

Dog Waste Bins: RAF Halton increased bin emptying frequency. Awaiting process for
installing an additional bin.

ACTION: Clerk to chase Wendover Parish Council regarding traffic and speeding
collaboration.

ACTION: Chair to write to Stn Cdr to hasten information on verge maintenance.

ACTION: Cllr S Holcroft to explore traffic calming solutions with Wendover PC and local
cycling routes.

ACTION: Cllr B Thompson, S Holcroft to investigate sharing a lawnmower with the
church.

25.014 Environment

A report was given by Cllr H Veloso

ACTION: Cllr Veloso to finalise streetlight mapping by end of January 2025.
ACTION: Clerk to continue work on EV charging points (completion by Spring 2025).

ACTION: The Chair to write to The Canal and River Trust in support of Wendover PC. To
hold the Trust responsible for the maintenance of the newly refurbished tow path which
is already failing in places.



25.015 Village Hall
A report was given by the Clerk on behalf of the Ast Clerk & Caretaker

The recent Village Hall Survey highlighted the urgent works required to the exterior of the
village hall. Quotations for the recommended works and a meeting with the Surveyor
and Heritage Builder to take place, so that a prioritised schedule of works can be
produced. Then quotes for the works can be arranged and the Clerk and Assistant Clerk
can begin writing and submitting funding bids.

e DECISION: Cllr J Lord and Cllr B Thompson to support Village Hall building renovations
project management with Clerk and Assistant Clerk.

e ACTION: Clerk to arrange meeting with surveyor to produce and agree a project plan.

25.016 Communications

e ACTION: Cllr B Thompson to write an article for the newsletter on Precept Decision and
rationale.

e ACTION: Halton Hub Admin to Turn off commenting on Facebook and review strategy.

25.017 Community Events

e ACTION: Chair to write to Stn Cdr to hasten support and organisation for a Luna Cinema
event (6th September 2025).

o ACTION: Clerk to Promote COVID-19 Day of Reflection events taking place in Aylesbury
(9th March 2025).

25.018 Grant Applications

e ACTION: Clerk to apply for additional funding to cover increased Speed Watch sign
costs if required.

e ACTION: Clerk to circulate information on free training courses for new councillors.

25.019 Matters of Report

Councillors shared updates; no immediate actions required.

25.020 Correspondence and Circulars

Nothing to discuss

25.021 Date of Next Meeting



The next Parish Council meeting will be held on 14th May 2025.

25.022 Confidential Items

The public and press were excluded under the Public Bodies Act 1960.

Meeting Closed: 21:30
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