
 

 

 

HALTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING   
Meeting Date: Wednesday, 9 July 2025 

Location: Halton Village Hall 

Time: 19:00–20:30 

In attendance: Cllr B Thompson (Vice Chair, Chairing the meeting), Cllr J Lord, 

Cllr S Holcroft, Cllr H Veloso, Cllr R Hendrix. RAF Representative Tim Hynes, 

Members of the public (0). 

 

25.048 Apologies 

Apologies received: Cllr J MacKinnon, Cllr P Strachan, Cllr D Field, Fiona 

Richardson 

Resolved: Apologies accepted. 

25.049 Declarations of Interests 

No declarations of personal or pecuniary interest were made. 

Resolved: None received. 

25.050 Open Forum 

RAF Representative: Provided update on station transition planning, confirming 

RAF Halton's closure scheduled for 2027, with no extensions. The RAF is assisting 

Wendover Canal Trust and reviewing fence line security issues raised by 

parishioners. 

 

25.051 Approval of Minutes 

Resolved: Minutes of the previous meeting approved and signed. 

Actions:  



 

 

25.052 Clerk’s Report 

Updates noted on routine administration. 

Resolved: Report accepted. 

Administration: 

• New councillors logged with Electoral Services. 

• Register of Interests logged with Electoral Services. 

• Clerk continues training the Assistant Clerk (finance, income generation, 

marketing). 

• Clerk attends Clerks’ Forum and keeps councillors informed of relevant 

legislation and consultations. 

Finance and Utilities: 

• Utility costs reviewed, achieving savings and improved sustainability. 

• Awaiting quotes for street lighting upgrades (delayed due to half-hourly 

metering changes). 

Village Hall: 

• Renovation works advertised on government tender portal; tender and works 

schedule prepared. 

• Meetings with suppliers ongoing (with Vice Chair). 

• Research into grant funding completed; applications underway. 

Neighbourhood Plan and Devolved Services: 

• Ongoing support provided for neighbourhood planning activities and 

devolved services. 

25.053 Finance 

Resolved: Payments approved: 

- Music license – £385 + VAT 

- Sanitary bins – £85 + VAT 

- Scribe annual renewal – £489.60 

- Scenario Thinking quote – £8,900 + VAT 

Devolution payment noted: £2,108.77 

Approved: Devolution contractor for HPC – pending. 

25.054 Planning 

25/01771/APP – Tree Tops 

Suggest our response is no objection based on the below. 

 

Halton Parish Council have no formal objection to the proposals. They do not 

appear to significantly impact the pond or existing trees and assume the 

necessary surveys and protection of habitats can be implemented to mitigate 



 

 

impacts through construction, and in the longer term. The new building would 

not be fully visible from publicly accessible areas and as such would have a 

minimal impact on the wider village setting. 

 

We note the previous application recognised the historic character of the 

existing property, along with its setting which should be considered by officers 

when considering the application. 

Action: Clerk to submit 

General discussion about the classification of RAF Halton airfield as brownfield. 

HPC reaffirmed its objective to adopt a joint strategic neighbourhood plan 

approach. 

25.055 Neighbourhood Plan 

General update and early joint strategic planning approach to 2050 noted. 

 

Summary: Halton Parish Council is exploring a joint and strategic approach to 

long-term neighbourhood planning in collaboration with neighbouring parishes, 

including Aston Clinton, Buckland, Weston Turville, and Wendover. The aim is to 

address future development pressures and proactively shape the area’s 

evolution up to 2050. 

 

Action: Clerk to coordinate a meeting with neighbouring parishes and planning 

consultant to scope the process and establish next steps. 

25.056 Closure of RAF Halton 

Ongoing engagement with DIO and local stakeholders noted. RAF confirmed 

2027 closure date remains unchanged. No additional MOD or Home Office plans 

to amend timetable. 

Standing item retained. 

25.057 Policies, Procedures, and Contracts 

Resolved: Policies reviewed and approved including Conduct Policy,  Social and 

Communications Policies approved. Volunteer Policy approved with minor edits. 

25.058  Consultations 

Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment consultation noted and comments left noting 

they are not suitable for the future. 

Action: Cllr B Thompson to submit 

 

Planning committee reform consultation discussed: HPC supports smaller 

committees capped at 11 members, with mandatory training, but raised 



 

 

concerns about resources for local planning authorities. 

Action: Cllr J Lord to submit 

25.059 Highways 

A report was provided by the highways lead. 

Pavement Parking: 

Notes remain available at Village Hall; persistent offenders will be warned and 

referred to TVP if necessary. 

Speeding: 

Community Speedwatch ongoing; RAF Halton support secured to boost 

volunteers.  

Action: Joint meeting with Wendover PC and RAF Halton planned. 

Verges: 

RAF Halton cooperation achieved; locations needing cutting has been provided 

for maintenance planning. 

Perch Bridge: 

Bucks C Road Safety Team engaged; enforcement issues with Red Eagle buses 

persist. Safety concerns due to narrow bridge and lack of pedestrian crossing. 

25.060 Environment 

Streetlight mapping and Polish Avenue lighting issues discussed; matters ongoing 

Street Lighting: Dark area near McEwan Ride to be reviewed; LED upgrades and 

timing adjustments under consideration; HPC are still awaiting confirmation of 

responsibility for B409 lighting from Bucks Council. 

Grit Bins: Installation confirmed for St Michael’s Close and Bridal Manor. 

Canal Maintenance: Maintenance required by canal board, collapsing towpath 

noted. 

Two new initiatives were discussed. As they were not proposed in advance, they 

will be brought forward formally at the next HPC meeting for consideration 

Wildlife Project: To create a new wildlife area taking over a small patch of 

RAF land. 

Weather Stations: Proposal to install small weather stations across Halton 

under discussion. 

 



 

 

25.061 Village Hall 

A new baby changing shelf has been installed in the toilet. To improve our 

service to visitors with young children. 

The essential village hall renovation works, which were detailed in the survey 

completed by Battrams, have been advertised as a tender contract  on the 

Government Tender Finder website. With the following timeline:  

Tender Timeline: 
Published: 20th June 2025 
Clarification questions, site visit window: July 1st – 31st July 
Tender Submission Deadline: 15th August 2025 
Evaluation Period: 18th August 2025- 13th of Sept 2025 
Notification of Award: 15th Sept 2025 
Contract Site (indicative): 5th Jan 2026 
 

To date 3 contractors have expressed interest and visited the hall.  

Lot  Description                        Original Cost  VAT (20%)  Total Incl. VAT 
 
1    External Works                         58000          11600      69600 
2    Roofing Works                           7000            1400        8400 
3    Windows                                      20000          4000       24000 
4    Internal Works                           10000          2000       12000 
5    Access Improvements           30000          6000       36000 
 
Total (excluding fees)                    125000         25000      150000 
 

25.062 Communications 

Newsletter and social media updates received. 

Resolved: Communications group to meet before next session. 

A communications draft plan was presented by Cllr R Hendrix  but insufficient 

time was given to review it (less than 24 hours) and a discussion with the clerk 

needs to take place. 

Action: The draft Comms  plan will be reviewed and resubmitted at the next HPC 

meeting. 

25.063 Community Events 

Outdoor Cinema scheduled for 6 September 2025 at RAF Halton. 

Potential informal BBQ at Rugby Club around 9 August 2025 under consideration. 



 

 

Action: It was noted that an event proposal and Risk Assessment should be 

carried out before any  HPC event is scheduled.  

25.064 Grant Applications 

No grant applications have been received. 

The clerk and Vice Chair are beginning to draft applications for funding for the 

village hall renovations and spreadsheet of grant opportunities is being 

maintained by the Clerk and the Assistant Clerk.  

Action: Clerk to apply for grants to cover the costs of the village hall renovation 

25.065 Matters of Report 

Proposal to designate the church as a Festival Church was discussed. 

Action: Matter to tabled on the next HPC agenda. 

25.066 Correspondence and Circulars 

Correspondence included in the meeting pack for councillors. Circulars 

circulated via the HPC group email 

25.067 Date of Next Parish Council Meeting 

12 November 2025 

25.068 Confidential Items 

No confidential items. Public and press not excluded. 

Meeting ended: 8.30pm 


