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Response from Halton Parish Council to the Draft Buckinghamshire Local Plan
(LP4B) Consultation

Halton Parish Council welcomes the opportunity to comment on the Draft
Buckinghamshire Local Plan (LP4B) and recognises its importance in shaping
sustainable, balanced development across the County to 2045. We support the
ambition to create a fairand forward-looking framework but emphasise that
sustainable growth must reflect the distinct character, environmental sensitivity, and
infrastructure capacity of smaller rural parishes such as Halton.

Halton is a small rural parish situated between Wendover, Weston Turville, and Aston
Clinton, set within a sensitive landscape at the foot of the Chiltern Hills and shaped by
the historic RAF Halton site. The Parish lies partly within, and increasingly adjacent to,
the Chilterns National Landscape, with more of the area due to be incorporated through
the forthcoming boundary review. Development in this location must therefore respect
both the national and local significance of the landscape, heritage assets, and
settlement pattern.

Halton Parish Council supports the principle of planned, sustainable growth, but only
where it safeguards:

e Thedistinctidentity and heritage of the parish;
e Thelandscape setting and visual amenity of the Chilterns National Landscape;
o Clear separation between neighbouring settlements; and

e Infrastructure capacity aligned with development delivery.

We ask that the Buckinghamshire Council publish a complete, indexed evidence base -
including the Green Belt Review, Infrastructure Delivery Plan, and Settlement Hierarchy
- prior to finalising any site allocations, to ensure transparency and meaningful
community engagement.



We strongly support Policy NE18 requiring Landscape and Visual Impact Assessments
for proposed developments. A landscape-led approach mustunderpin the Local Plan
to protect views in and out of the Chilterns National Landscape and across the Vale of
Aylesbury. Any development that compromises Halton’s heritage, landscape, or green
gaps would directly conflict with Local Plan Objectives 1 and 2 (protecting valued
landscapes, heritage, and delivering low-carbon, sustainable growth).

Halton’s conservation area, listed buildings, and green setting must be safeguarded in
accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF 180-182). The Parish
Councilwill strongly oppose any development that risks coalescence with Wendover,
Weston Turville, or Aston Clinton.

Halton Parish Council is particularly concerned by the scale of proposed housing
growth in and around the village, especially when considered alongside the significant
redevelopment already proposed for the RAF Halton site. The cumulative impact of
these allocations threatens to overwhelm the local landscape and infrastructure. We
are also concerned that smaller, peace meal development on brownfield or grey belt
areas will add to the overall weight of development in the area. We endorse Wendover
Parish Council’s comments regarding infrastructure capacity, coalescence, and the
protection of village identity. The Wendover - Halton - Weston Turville - Aston Clinton
corridor should be treated as an interdependent landscape, requiring a coordinated
approach to development and infrastructure planning.

The indicative housing supply (Part A, p.38) appears to draw heavily from HELAA sites.
We are concerned that these may be taken forward collectively, resulting in
incremental, unplanned coalescence. The Plan should include explicit safeguards
against cumulative impacts in this corridor.

To alleviate pressure on smaller settlements, Halton Parish Council urges the Council
to re-balance housing distribution by focusing more growth on new settlements and
strategic sites with integrated infrastructure, rather than extending village edges.
Specifically, we ask Buckinghamshire Council to consider the below:

e Increasing new town allocations by 22,000 - 26,000 dwellings, and

e Reducing village expansions by 10,000 and edge-of-town growth by 12,000 -
16,000 dwellings.

This approach would support Buckinghamshire’s ruralidentity, focussing development
around existing urban settlements, and deliver infrastructure-led growth.

We disagree with the Settlement Hierarchy’s assessment of Halton’s public transport
as “Good.” Public transportis, in fact, limited, and most residents dependent on
private vehicles. The nearest bus stop on the B4009 is approximately 0.8 miles from the



village, requiring a twenty-minute walk - unsuitable for many residents and not
sustainablein the longerterm as the local population increases. We request that this
classification be corrected to reflect local realities.

Localroads, particularly the B4009, are already operating near capacity. Any additional
development must be preceded by a full transport assessment and mitigation plan.
Dispersed growth thatincreases car dependency contradicts Buckinghamshire
Council’s net zero by 2050 objective. Future development should be focused in
locations with existing public transport and active travel options.

The Parish Council also notes the need for adequate parking provision, recognising that
most households will have at least two vehicles. On-street parking in high-density
schemes must notimpede road access, particularly for emergency services. We
welcome opportunities to comment on the Parking Standards Review and support the
creation of new walking and cycling links between Halton, Wendover, and the Chilterns
National Landscape to promote sustainable travel and wellbeing.

Halton lies within an environmentally sensitive corridor, with ancient woodland, chalk
streams, and high-value habitats linking the Chilterns to the Vale. Development must
deliver at least 10% biodiversity net gain in line wih National policy while maintaining
wildlife corridors, and protect ecological networks. The Green Infrastructure Study and
Local Nature Recovery Strategy should be finalised before any site allocations are
confirmed.

We support Policy CC1 directing development to areas at lowest flood risk and highlight
the need for coordination with HS2 restoration projects to manage drainage and flood
resilience. Existing utilities infrastructure, particularly sewage capacity, mustbe
upgraded before new growth is permitted.

Halton Parish Council cannot support any further development in or around the parish
unless critical infrastructure - including roads, healthcare, education, and utilities - is
demonstrably in place priorto occupation, in line with Local Plan Objective 6 (Ensuring
Infrastructure Keeps Pace with Growth) and Policy IN2 (Water Infrastructure).

Halton Parish Council recognises the strategic importance of the RAF Halton site and
supports the creation of a well-designed, sustainable community there. However, we
stress that:

e The Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) forup to 1,200 homes at RAF
Halton, developed and endorsed by the local community, should be formally
incorporated into the Local Plan.



e Development must be supported by infrastructure improvements and ensure
public access to green space and sports fields—ideally transferred to Parish
Council ownership to guarantee long-term community benefit.

e The Local Plan must acknowledge the delayed Ministry of Defence (MOD)
closure timetable (now 2030), creating significant delivery risk. The Plan should
include a contingency strategy to:

o Identify alternative brownfield reserve sites if the base remains active;
and;

o Confirm thatany housing assumptions will not necessitate loss of land
within the airfield, or other areas within the greenbelt.

Halton Parish Council supports a cross-parish approach to managing growth across the
Aylesbury area and will continue collaborating with Wendover and Weston Turville to
coordinate evidence and responses. We request continued engagement with
Buckinghamshire Council as the Call for Sites and site assessment process progresses
inearly 2026.

Neighbourhood Plans must be given significant weightin shaping the Local Plan’s
spatial strategy. Local knowledge and community evidence are vital to ensuring
development meets genuine need while maintaining rural character.

Halton Parish Council asks that Buckinghamshire Council:

e Confirms thatthe Supplementary Planning Document for 1,200 homes on the
Halton site is validated, and becomes part of the emerging Local Plan as itwas
developed and endorsed by the local community.

e Development within or near Halton will be fully supported by infrastructure
improvements.

e Ensuresthat Green Belt and greenfield release is a last resort, following
unambiguous evidence of heed and lack of brownfield alternatives.

e Protects distinct settlement identities and maintains clear green separation
between Halton, Wendover, Weston Turville and Aston Clinton.

e Requires comprehensive masterplanning and high design standards for the RAF
Halton site, including accessible green space and sports fields.

e Given MOD announcements on delaying the closure of RAF Halton (previously
2022/2025/2027, now 2030), there is a materialrisk that base closure will not
occur early enough to enable infrastructure delivery and housing completion
within the plan period. The Local Plan should therefore include a clear
contingency strategy:



o (i) identify alternative brownfield reserve sites if the RAF base remains
active;

o (ii) confirm thatany ‘up to 1,000 homes’ assumption will not require
alternative sites such as the airfield to supplement potential deficits from
any further delays to its closure.

e Commits to further engagement with Parish councils as the Call for Sites
assessment progresses in early 2026.

e Neighbourhood Plans mustinform the Local Plan’s spatial strategy, ensuring
that local evidence and community priorities guide development decisions and
protect distinct rural identities.

Halton Parish Council seeks continued partnership with Buckinghamshire Council and
neighbouring parishes to ensure the Local Plan delivers genuine sustainability, protects
valued countryside, and upholds the integrity of the Green Belt and National Landscape
setting for future generations. We emphasise that local knowledge and community
insight are essential to delivering a plan that meets county-wide needs while protecting
the unique character and quality of life in villages like Halton.



