
 

HALTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Draft Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 

Meeting Date: 14 January 2026 

Location: Halton Village Hall 

Time: 19:00 – 21:15 

 

Present: 

Cllr J MacKinnon (Chair), Cllr B Thompson (Vice Chair), Cllr S Holcroft, Cllr R Hendrix, 

Cllr J Lord, Cllr H Veloso, Cllr Duncan Phillips, Fiona Richardson (Clerk) 

 

Apologies: RAF Representative; Buckinghamshire Councillors 

26.01 Apologies 

Apologies for absence were received from the RAF Representative, and 

Buckinghamshire Councillors. These were accepted. 

26.02 Declarations of Interest 

No declarations of personal or pecuniary interest were made. 

26.03 Co-option of New Councillor 

The Clerk outlined the co-option process. Following discussion, it was RESOLVED to 

co-opt Duncan Phillips to fill the vacant councillor position. Duncan Phillips signed the 

declaration and completed the related paperwork. 

Action: Clerk to report co-option to Bucks Council. Clerk to supply Cllr Phillips with 

access to the Council’s MS360 Cloud and signpost to useful information for new Cllrs. 

26.04 Open Forum 

There were no members of the public or external representatives in attendance. 



26.05 Approval of Minutes 

The minutes of the previous Parish Council meeting were approved as a true and 

accurate record and were signed by the Chair. 

26.06 Clerk’s Report 

• Routine correspondence and statutory administration managed; records and 

procedures reviewed to ensure continued compliance with Assertion 10, with 

preparatory work underway for AGAR and internal audit. 

• Draft budget & Asset Register completed and presented to the Finance 

Committee; project budgets prepared; advice provided on the precept; 

expenditure monitored via the budget tracker; monthly reconciliations completed; 

Rural England Prosperity Fund funding received in full. 

• Following a staffing review, the Assistant Clerk & Caretaker role will conclude on 

6 February; a Village Hall Bookings Clerk & Caretaker appointed on a six-month 

fixed-term contract, added to payroll, with Scribe training completed and 

H&S/caretaking training scheduled; the Clerk has increased hours by three per 

week to maintain service continuity. 

• Village Hall operational improvements implemented: new cleaning equipment, 

revised cleaning schedules, deep cleaning, approved out-of-hours support 

protocol, new door locks purchased (installation pending), and secure storage 

approved; Councillors agreed to support out-of-hours cover if required. 

26.07 Finance 

Payments were approved and bank balances noted.  

• The minutes of the Finance Committee were received & noted 

• The monthly bank reconciliations were noted. 

• It was RESOLVED to approve the budget for 2026/27 and the precept for 

2026/27 

• It was RESOLVED to approve the Phase 1 Village Hall costs and to 

acknowledge the associated funding agreements HS2 and REPF 

• The purchase of a £450 salt bin was previously approved, with delivery expected 

the following week. 

• It was RESOLVED that £300 (10%) be allocated from the Parish Council budget, 

under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, as the Council’s 

contribution towards Community Board–funded community events during 2026. 

This contribution supports a total project budget of £3,300, comprising £3,000 

from the Community Board and £300 from the Parish Council. 

• The minutes of the Finance Committee and related financial & HR matters were 

ratified. 

26.08 Planning 

Planning applications received since the previous meeting were considered. Responses 

were agreed where required.  



• PL/26/00218/KA   

• Removal to ground level of 1x Yew in front garden. Tree is within 1m of an 

outhouse and is preventing light getting into the property. T2: Reduce Lime on 

L/H of rear garden by approx 1m in height and 3-4m laterally in an attempt to 

reshape tree.  

Action: No comment  

26.09 Neighbourhood Plan 

An update was received on the Neighbourhood Plan, including joint and strategic cross-

parish working. It was noted that Weston Turville Parish Council has formally voted to 

join Halton and Wendover Parish Councils in progressing a joint spatial (cross-boundary) 

plan, with funding agreed and budgeted. Wendover Parish Council has confirmed its 

support in principle and authorised its Clerk to progress the work and explore value-for-

money options. Aston Clinton Parish Council has been informed and will continue to be 

kept updated. This collaborative approach is intended to provide a shared, evidence-

based vision to inform future stages of the Buckinghamshire Local Plan. 

Correspondence with the appointed planning consultant was acknowledged. 

26.10 Closure of RAF Halton 

Updates relating to the closure of RAF Halton were received. It was noted that the 

closure is anticipated around 2030, with further engagement planned, including a 

meeting with representatives in February. 

26.11 Policies, Procedures, and Contracts 

The following policies were reviewed and approved: 

• Co-option Policy 

• Environment & Sustainability Policy 

• Equality and Diversity Policy 

• Finance Committee Terms of Reference 

• Publication Scheme 

It was RESOLVED to approve the revised out-of-hours support protocol for the Village 

Hall. The purchase and installation of new door locks to improve security and the fitting 

of a secure cupboard for Village Hall supplies were also approved. 

Action: All Councillors agreed to support out-of-hours Village Hall cover where required, 

in the absence of the Clerk or Caretaker 

26.12 Consultations 

The Buckingham Neighbourhood Plan referendum scheduled for 22 January 2026 was 

noted. 

26.13 Highways 

Highways Report – January 2026 



The Council received and noted the Highways Report for January 2026  

Report Jan 2026 

. Key points included ongoing concerns regarding on-street and pavement parking near 

junctions, maintenance of verges and hedgerows, road sweeping requests, safety issues 

at Perch Bridge relating to vehicles exceeding the weight limit, and confirmation that a 

new salt/grit bin will be installed at St Michaels Close / Bridle Manor. 

Actions: 

SH to re-engage with RAF Halton regarding coordinated verge and hedgerow 

maintenance. 

SH to re-engage with Buckinghamshire Council regarding safety and enforcement 

issues at Perch Bridge. 

26.14 Environment 

Environmental updates were received. The Chair has written in support of further 

funding to improve the towpath between Halton and Aston Clinton. It was noted that the 

Climate Action Working Group is working on a project to provide EV car hire.  The cars 

would be parked in Wendover and Stoke Mandeville and would be available to Halton 

and Weston Turville residents. 

26.16 Village Hall 

Village Hall reports were received, and the renovation timeline was noted. 

• Two grants totalling £120,000 secured to fund urgent Village Hall renovation 

works. 

• Meetings held with the appointed contractor to plan works; payment and fund-

management procedures agreed with the Finance Committee. 

• Project expenditure tracked against the approved budget. 

• Working with Battram’s to manage the project, ensuring delivery in line with 

industry standards, best practice, and regulatory compliance. 

• Required evidence and evaluation information submitted to HS2. 

• Further funding opportunities being pursued for non-urgent works, including 

entrance improvements and measures to enhance accessibility and inclusivity. 

26.17 Communications 

Communications updates were received. The next newsletter deadline was noted as 

18th February. 

Action: Clerk to add newsletter content submission deadlines and publications to the PC 

website. 



26.18 Community Events 

It was RESOLVED to proceed with a programme of three community events during 

2026, funded by £3,000 from the Community Board together with a 10% Parish Council 

contribution of £300, giving a total project budget of £3,300. The approved events 

comprise a Summer BBQ, a heritage talk linked to the Village Hall renovation project, 

and an open-air cinema event, and are intended to strengthen community cohesion, 

encourage participation, and support local wellbeing. 

26.19 Grant Applications 

Grant opportunities and ongoing Village Hall funding applications were discussed. The 

Clerk is researching further funding to support non-essential works, particularly those 

improving accessibility and wellbeing. 

26.20 Matters of Report 

Councillors raised matters for information. Items requiring decisions will be included on a 

future agenda. 

26.21 Correspondence and Circulars 

Correspondence and circulars were noted. 

26.22 Date of Next Meeting 

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on 13 May 2026 (AGM and Annual 

Meeting). The Annual Parish Meeting will take place on Thursday 21 May 2026. The 

Clerk noted that the Annual Parish meeting scheduled for 21st  May will be held at the 

RAFFA Club, with the aim of encouraging wider community attendance and 

engagement. 

Action: Cllr S Holcroft to arrange the booking of the RAFFA for the event 

26.23 Confidential Items 

The Council RESOLVED to exclude the public and press under the Public Bodies Act 

1960 and the Local Government Act 1972 to consider confidential HR matters. 

 

The meeting closed at 21:15. 


