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Editorial 

With the days lengthening and the weather improving, hopefully many 
of you will be out and about in the village this summer. Some of you 
may even be helping out with some of the projects that the Parish Coun-
cil needs help with. 
 
Volunteering is an important aspect of village life. Those who don’t vol-
unteer are often unaware of how much the running of their village relies 
on such people. It needn’t be an onerous task. Just an hour or two for a 
single event or one morning once a month for an on-going project could 
be a great help. 
 
A greater commitment would be required to join the parish council but 
even this need not take up too much time and you can concentrate on 
the issues that really interest you. The Parish Council will be holding its 
AGM on 14 May at 6.30 pm in the village hall. The Council is very short 
of members so please consider joining and if you wish to learn more 
about the role please attend on 14 May.  
 
Volunteers are also needed for the Speed Watch campaign. Please read 
the article requesting your help.  
 
In the meantime, enjoy the summer. 
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Parish Precept 2025—2026 
The Finance Committee met in December to review our annual budget 
so that we could set our Precept for 2025—2026..  We had a detailed 
review of the budget for this coming year and managed to restrain the 
necessary increase to 6%. This is due primarily to: 
 
• The increase in National Insurance contributions imposed by 

central government 
• Increased pension costs 
• The continuing impact of increased utility bills 
 
This will increase our overall budget by £2,836 and will result in an extra 
67p per month, or £8.00 per year for a Band D property. The Finance 
Committee’s recommendation was endorsed by the Parish Council at its 
January meeting. 
 
Annual Parish Meetings 
The Parish Annual General Meeting (AGM) and Halton Parish Council 
Annual meeting will be held on Wednesday 14 May in the Village 
Hall.  The AGM will begin at 6.30pm and the Council Meeting will follow 
at 7pm. 
 
We welcome residents to both meetings, which gives you a good 
opportunity to ask questions and discuss any issues that you may have. 
The meeting agendas will be available from 7 May on our notice boards 
and on our website, please take the time to read them and we look 
forward to seeing you on the day. 
 
Council Elections 
The deadline for nominations to become a local councillor was 2 April.  If 
there are more candidates than seats, then a local election must be 
held.  Halton Parish Council has nine seats, and we had four successful 
nominees, so no election was required.  The following Councillors will be 

Parish Council News 
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appointed by Buckinghamshire Council to take office on 7 May: Stuart 
Holcroft, Jane MacKinnon, Brian Thompson and Hugo Veloso. 
 
Retiring Councillors 
We are sad to say goodbye and would like to say a big Thank You to two 
of our councillors who have resigned from the Parish Council - Caroline 
Waddams and Jon Kumela. 
 
Caroline has served on the Parish Council since 2001. She has made a 
difference across so many areas over the years including writing, editing 
and producing this newsletter every quarter and arranging its delivery 
throughout the parish.  Caroline has been instrumental in driving our 
environment policies including: leading our streetlight review by 
working with other Parishes to find climate and wildlife friendly 
alternatives to replace our aging streetlights; planting wildflowers in 
our verges; and working with Lindengate on our bee hotels to support 
our pollinators.  She has always been part of the organising team for 
the pensioner’s Christmas Lunches, Pub Nights in the village hall and 
the Open Gardens events.  Caroline has given us 24 years of fantastic 
service. 
 
Jon joined the Parish Council during our Covid Years, and organised and 
delivered two of our most popular events at the Tennis Club.  Our post 
Covid party brought together our community, giving new and old 
residents alike the opportunity to meet and socialise with their 
neighbours. Jon then organised our Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
Celebrations with a family-oriented Village Fete, followed by an adult 
only evening party.  All fantastic community focused and memorable 
events.  
 
Jon was planning to organise our up-and-coming outdoor cinema event, 
but unfortunately, he had to retire due to ill health. We sent Jon a gift 
and a card to say thank you for his meaningful contribution to parish 
life and sadly Jon passed away in April. We would like to express our 
sincere condolences to Vivien and Jon’s family during this difficult time. 
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Village Hall 

Halton Village Hall, a cherished local heritage asset and former village 
school, has long stood at the heart of our community. Carefully main-
tained by Halton Parish Council over the years, the Hall continues to 
serve as a vital hub for weekly groups, special occasions, gatherings, 
and village life.  

Earlier this year, a full condition survey was carried out to explore fu-
ture improvements. The survey highlighted some urgent repairs, par-
ticularly to our heritage window and the building’s exterior. In re-
sponse, we are now seeking funding bids to support a phased renova-
tion project. These essential works will not only preserve the historic 
character of the Hall but also enhance its accessibility, sustainability 
and long-term viability for future generations. While we will strive to 
minimise any disruption, we are excited about safeguarding this treas-
ured building and will keep the community updated throughout the 
process.  

HPC have upgraded the village hall to Ultra-fast Full Fibre 80 broad-
band and also installed a new telephone system which enables the 
office team to take and receive calls remotely which should improve 
our service and response times to urgent telephone calls. 

Last year the village hall car park was accepted as a site by Bucking-
hamshire Council for an Electrical Vehicle Charging Point for use by 
our residents so we can encourage electric car ownership.  The fund-
ing is provided by the government as part of the UK’s drive to net ze-
ro.  The tender process has been completed and we await a site sur-
vey before implementation later this year. 
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Our heritage window in the village hall which is in need 
of urgent refurbishment 
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Booking the Village Hall or Village Hall Meeting Room Online 

Halton Parish Council has recently launched a new online booking sys-
tem for the Village Hall and Village Hall Meeting  Room. You can now 
check real-time availability and make a provisional booking in just a few 
simple steps. Whether you’re planning a celebration, community event, 
class or meeting, our village hall could be just what you need. We’ve al-
so refreshed our hire information and added new photos to our website, 
please take a look? You might just find the perfect venue for your next 
event. 

Scan the QR code to explore and book online today! 

https://www.halton-pc.gov.uk/  

bookings@halton.pc.gov.uk 
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Although, according to data analysis, the average speed through Halton 
is around 28mph, a few drivers and riders seem to treat our roads as an 
unrestricted speed area, particularly those that use Halton Lane and 
Chestnut Avenue as a rat run. Drivers might believe that a little bit of 
speeding does no harm, but when people are walking their children to 
school, leaving their driveway or exiting a junction, high speed of an 
oncoming vehicle can cause stress in parents or fellow road users. There 
have been many tales of dangerous speeds, aggressive overtaking, 
occasional cars in ditches and a few road traffic collisions. 
 
Fortunately, as there have been no fatalities, we are not eligible for 
Gatso-style fixed speed cameras and there is low availability of Thames 
Valley Police vans (which quite rightly concentrate on roads with higher 
speeds or higher risk, such as near schools). Seeing no change in driver 
behaviour and receiving many complaints from residents, the Parish 
Council recently adopted the Community Speedwatch (CSW) campaign 
(you may have seen the yellow warning signs on each of the approaches 
into Halton). 
 
The CSW scheme, with local volunteers, focuses on educating drivers 
about the speed limits. There are several sites all around the Village, 
which will be used as and when volunteers are available for a ‘shift’. 
Sadly, we don’t yet have enough volunteers to man all the sites but we 
will ensure that we visit all areas. 
 
Anyone caught driving significantly over the posted speed limit will 
receive a letter from Thames Valley Police and their details will be 
retained on the Police database. An unintended consequence is that 
any vehicle noted speeding by the CSW scheme will also raise attention 
to any vehicle breaking the law in other ways.  

Highways Report 
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In the last year, according to Thames Valley Police: 

• Details of over 45,000 vehicles were passed to the Police for 
further action 

• 89 vehicles had been declared on Statutory Off Road Notices 
(SORN) 

• 787 vehicles with no tax (a criminal offence); each was reported to 
DVLA 

• 716 vehicles with no valid MoT 

It goes without saying that the Parish Council would rather not have to 
conduct CSW activities but, while a minority of people treat our roads 
like a personal race track, it is probably the best way to educate people.  

If you would like to offer an hour of your time per month to help keep 
residents safer, please take a look at this website and ‘Register’ in the 
‘Thames Valley’ as part of the current scheme at ‘Halton’ 

 https://communityspeedwatch.co.uk/ 

Verges and Hedgerows 

This year, Halton Parish Council is opting for devolved services to look 
after roadside verges, hedgerows and other aspects of maintaining the 
roadsides. Buckinghamshire Council will transfer a small amount of 
money to the Parish Council and we are currently in the process of 
tendering for a contractor to cut the verges and look after other aspects 
of the pavements and roads.  

Sadly, we cannot improve the road surfaces, signs or pathways, which 
will remain under Buckinghamshire Council’s control. Additionally, RAF 
Halton will look after the verges around its facilities and housing areas.  

If you notice anything on the road or path that needs attention (including 
dead animals or fly tipping), please report it via https://fixmystreet.com/. 
We hope that the Village will look good this year and apologies in 
advance for any teething troubles. 
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Services 
Our regular church services are held on a Sunday at 6.00pm with Holy 
Communion on the first Sunday of the month and Evensong on the fol-
lowing Sundays of the month. All are welcome. 
 
Churchyard 
The maintenance of the Churchyard is an ongoing and seemingly never 
ending task for which we thank the various volunteers who help us. In 
February we had a group of RAF Volunteers who spent the best part of 
a day in the churchyard and achieved so much in tidying the church-
yard and getting it ready after the wet winter. We also owe a lot to our 
regular volunteers who help us maintain the churchyard. We should 
especially thank Hugo who has been working so hard to start to get the 
churchyard extension into a decent shape. 
 
Afternoon teas 
With summer around the corner the church will once again be opening 
its doors on a Sunday afternoon from 2.30 pm – 5.00 pm for tea and 
cake. Please come and join us and meet some of the locals or passing 
walkers. We start on the first Sunday in June and go through to the end 
of September. 
 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission Tour 
A Commonwealth War Graves Commission Tour will take place at St 
Michael and All Angels Churchyard at 2:00 pm on Sunday 11 May. The 
tour will tell the stories of some of the service personnel who have 
been laid to rest in the churchyard, many of whom have direct links to 
RAF Halton. Please join us for what will be an informative and moving 
tour. 

St Michael & All Angels Church 
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As of 1 April, the Wendover and Villages Community Board, which Hal-
ton Parish was part of, will be renamed the East Bucks Board. This will 
form one of eight of the new geographical areas for the Community 
Board team across Buckinghamshire. 
 
Once the elections take place in May, a new Chair and Vice-Chair, who 
will be Buckinghamshire Councillors, will be assigned from one of the 
wards in the East Bucks Community Board area. When they are in their 
positions, the next stage will be setting our priorities for 2025/2026 
and the board would like your involvement in setting these for the lo-
cal area in which you live, work and play. So if you have any new initia-
tives or ideas for improvement then please get in touch with east-
buckscb@buckinghamshire.gov.uk for an informal conversation with 
the Community Board Manager, Michelle Parker. 
 
Find out more information about Community Boards here: Community 
Boards | Buckinghamshire Council 

Community Board 

New Councillors 

Be extraordinary, become a local councillor! Would you like to: Make a 
difference to local people's lives? Give something back to your 
community? Help shape change for the benefit of your area? 

If you would be interested to join our friendly and community focused 
team, we would love to hear from you! Please contact clerk@halton-
pc.gov.uk, 01296 626073 or see our website for further information. 
https://www.halton-pc.gov.uk/    

You are very welcome to come along to our next Parish Council Meeting 
on 14 May 2025  at Halton village hall, starting at 7:00 pm, to find out 
more about our council and meet our Councillors.   
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Save the Date — 6 September  2025 

A free community event is being planned for 6 September with the 
help of Bucks Council. The plan is to have an open air cinema event 
held in the centre of the village. The idea is to show a children’s film 
starting at around 5.00pm, followed by a break where people could eat 
their picnic or take younger children home. After this we will have a 
grown ups film. The event will be free to residents of Halton and sur-
rounding areas. However for insurance purposes it will be ticketed so 
we have control over numbers. It should be good fun. More details to 
follow as the plans are developed and put in motion – watch this space. 

Our Community Speedwatch Team  in action. Read the 
article on Page 7 to learn how you can become a volunteer 

and help with this important safety initiative. 
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Our recent social - Race Night - was held in the Village Hall on 5 April. 
We got into the spirit of the event and 32 of us duly gathered, laughed 
and placed our bets! MK Rotary ran the evening and did a fine job en-
couraging all to join in as “the louder you cheer, the faster they run!” 
and we did get louder as the evening went on—not hard to guess why! 
Fish and chips were from Wendover Plaice and they provided a great 
service. The evening ended with the hilarious Pig Race. It was time to 
be brave and gamble all! Miss Piggy pipped the others to the post, and 
our worthy winner was Alex who received a voucher for Rumsey's. A 
good time was had by all. Thank you to Jean for organising a wonderful 
evening. 

Halton Socials — Race Night 
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Next Issue 

If you have anything for inclusion in the next Halton Village News-
letter please email it to carolinewaddams@hotmail.co.uk or ring 
01296 624458 before July 18th,2025. 
 
The views expressed by contributors are their own and not necessari-
ly the views of The Halton Village Newsletter. 
 
The Parish Annual General Meeting will take place on 14th May, in 
the Village Hall at 6.30pm followed by the Council Meeting at 7pm. 

Poignant moment when three RAF Puma helicopters flew over Hal-
ton on 27 March for the final time after 54 years of service. The heli-

copters were making a farewell tour of a number of RAF bases before 
being retired from service at the end of March. 
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Recycling Dates 

Green Waste Bin Blue Recycling Bin 
and Garden Waste 

Food Waste Bin 

 Thursday 8 May Thursday 8 May 

Wednesday 14 May  Wednesday 14 May 

 Wednesday 21 May Wednesday 21 May 

Thursday 29 May  Thursday 29 May 

 Wednesday 4 June Wednesday 4 June 

Wednesday 11 June  Wednesday 11 June 

 Wednesday 18 June Wednesday 18 June 

Wednesday 25 June  Wednesday 25 June 

 Wednesday 2 July Wednesday 2 July 

Wednesday 9 July  Wednesday 9 July 

 Wednesday 16 July Wednesday 16 July 

Wednesday 23 July  Wednesday 23 July 

 Wednesday 30 July Wednesday 30 July 

Residents on the Wendover side of Perch Bridge have different collec-
tion days.  
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Thank you to Caroline and Hugo for clearing away patches of 
turf and planting wild flower seeds at Moor Park in April.  
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Useful Telephone Numbers 

Clerk to the Parish Council – Fiona Richardson 01296 626073 

Village Hall Booking Clerk—Suzanne Cheshire 01296 626073  

Guard Room – Main Point 01296 
656211/656503 

Wendover Police Office (Wendover Library) - 
Tues & Fri 10am-12pm 

01296 621916 

Police Non-Emergency Number 101 

Crimestoppers 0800 555 111 

Electricity Emergency 0800 316 3105 

Fly Tipping Hotline 0845 330 1856 

Potholes notification 08452 380882 

Wendover Health Centre 01296 623452 

WHC Friends Desk 01296 622565 

Halton Community Combined School-Halton 01296 622264 

John Hampden Infant School-Wendover 01296 622629 

Wendover CE Junior School 01296 669822 

John Colet Secondary School 01296 623348 

Church Warden-Linda Kynaston 01296 431009 

Parish Office 
Fiona Richardson our Parish Clerk works on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days 9am – 3pm. If you would like to meet with the Clerk at the 
Parish Office, Halton Village Hall, on any matter, please make an 
appointment on 01296 626073 or email clerk@halton-pc.gov.uk 


